
 



 

 



 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 



NAME:  _______________________________ 

Geotechnology:  The Impact of GPS 

 

1. a) What does GPS stand for? 

 

b) What is GPS? 

 

 

 

2. a) Who operates the Global Positioning System? 

 

 

b) When was the first satellite launched?  What was the target number of satellites to be
 launched and in what year did this finally happen? 

 
 
 
c) Why must new satellites be launched on a continuous basis? 

 

 

 

3. Who was the GPS originally developed for? 

  

 

4. How accurate are GPS receivers? 

 

 

5. Explain how GPS technology works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Describe, in your own words, how a GPS can be used on intercity trucks (think of a UPS truck). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Explain how GPS is used in:   

a. Forestry 

 

 

b. Geology 

 

 

c. Natural hazards 

 

 

d. Weather forecasting 

 

 

 

 

8. Think of other ways GPS is used in our everyday life.  Describe two areas where GPS is used, 

 or where you think it would be useful.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9. What two major advantages does GPS have?  Hint:  Consider the advantage that a 
GPS-based system has over the traditional way of finding locations. 

 
 
 


